August 19, 2004


THE ALLIANCE FOR BUILDING REGULATORY REFORM IN THE DIGITAL AGE

SUMMARY OF ALLIANCE ACTIVITES FOR WHICH FEDERAL INTERIM FUNDING IS BEING SOUGHT - Follow-up from presentation to the Physical Structures and Systems Interagency Work Group of July 16, 2004

BACKGROUND

On July 16, 2004, the members of the Physical Structures and Systems Interagency Work Group received an update report on the progress being made by the Alliance for Building Regulatory Reform in the Digital Age in fulfilling their objective of strengthening public safety and the economic competitiveness of the nation by streamlining the nation’s building regulatory process through more effective use of information technology.

In that presentation given by Alliance Secretariat, Robert Wible, a copy of the Alliance CD-ROM update report to the nation’s governors, mayors and county officials was distributed.   Mr. Wible also noted that in the coming months the Alliance, with funding assistance from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, U. S. Department of Energy and several other partners would:

1. Complete an update of the listings of jurisdictions and available hardware and software for use by state and local governments on the Alliance portion of the NCSBCS website.

2. Hold a Second Summit on Streamlining the Nations Building Regulatory Process Through Interoperability on September 14, 2004, at the Fairfax County Government Center in Fairfax County, VA

3. Distribute the results of the jointly-funded Alliance, American Institute of Architects, & NCSBCS survey of state and local government use of electronic plans submittals, storage and review.

4. Hold on September 30, 2004, in Salt Lake City, Utah, the Fourth National Forum on Building Smarter in the Digital Age.

IMMEDIATE-TERM PROJECTS FOR WHICH FUNDING ASSISTANCE IS BEING SOUGHT - October 1, 2004 – January 31, 2005

In addition to describing those activities, Mr. Wible requested that the Interagency Work Group consider providing short-term funding support for the time frame October 1 through January 31, 2005, to undertake the following Alliance activities: 

TASK A – Distribute to state and local governments, the information technology community and construction industry, the final report and work products from the Second Summit on Streamlining the Nation’s Building Regulatory System Through Interoperability.

TASK B – Form a work group comprised of representatives from the construction industry,  hardware and software firms and state and local information technology and building regulatory personnel to address the barriers to greater use of information technology that are identified at the Second Summit.  Such barriers may include:

1. problems associated with data security

2. need for states to adopt legislation allowing for electronic seals on architectural plans

3. accelerated effort to develop XML schema for online hardware and software used in the building regulatory process.

TASK C – Facilitate the completion of the work undertaken by the information technology industry and NCSBCS in developing XML schema for online permitting and the development of an outline of the XML schema for plans submittal software.

TASK D –  Update the Alliance’s model procurement requirements to include XML schema for online permitting and outline of plans submittal schema and an uniform addressing system being developed by the information technology industry. 

The total amount of funding being sought at this time for the above projects from the Interagency Work Group is $75,000.   Those funds would be supplemented by $40,000 in in-kind services and financial contributions from the Alliance’s non-federal partners.

FURTHER ACTIONS – November 2004 – December 31, 2005

In addition to the above proposed tasks, in mid-November 2004 the Alliance will revise and resubmit to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy a proposal for assistance in obtaining federal funding support to initiate in the spring of 2005 the first of a series of matching grants to state and local governments to streamline building regulatory processes through the adoption and use of the Alliance’s streamlining tools and the interoperable hardware and software being developed by the nation’s information technology community.  A final draft of that proposal will be provided to the Interagency Work Group for their review and comment in October 2004.

Robert Wible, as Secretariat to the Alliance, is pleased to meet with the members of the Interagency Work Group to share with them, either individually or collectively, further details on the proposed immediate term tasks (Tasks A-D).  He can be contacted at 703 481-2035 (office), 703 855-0035 (cell), or at rwible@ncsbcs.org.   

