
Understanding theUnderstanding the

National National 
Science and Science and 
TechnologyTechnology

CouncilCouncil
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A CabinetA Cabinet--level council of advisers to the level council of advisers to the 
President on Science and TechnologyPresident on Science and Technology
Principal means to coordinate science and Principal means to coordinate science and 
technology matters within the Federal technology matters within the Federal 
research and development enterprise research and development enterprise 
Means to establish clear national goals for Means to establish clear national goals for 
Federal science and technology Federal science and technology 
investments investments 

What is the
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Principal Functions of the NSTCPrincipal Functions of the NSTC

Coordinate the science and technology (S&T) Coordinate the science and technology (S&T) 
policy making processpolicy making process
Ensure that S&T policy decisions and programs Ensure that S&T policy decisions and programs 
are consistent with President’s goalsare consistent with President’s goals
Help integrate the President’s S&T policy agenda Help integrate the President’s S&T policy agenda 
across the Federal Governmentacross the Federal Government
Ensure that S&T are considered in the Ensure that S&T are considered in the 
development and implementation of Federal development and implementation of Federal 
policies and programspolicies and programs
Further international cooperation in S&T.Further international cooperation in S&T.
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TopTop--level NSTC Structurelevel NSTC Structure

Co-Chairs:

NSF / Colwell
NIH / Zerhouni
OSTP/ Olsen

Co-Chairs:

Commerce/ Bond 
OSTP/ Russell

Co-Chairs:

NOAA/ Lautenbacher
EPA / Gilman
OSTP/ Olsen

Co-Chairs:

DOD / Wynne
DHS/ McQueary

OSTP/ Dale

NSTC
Director, OSTP

Committee 
on Science

Committee
on Technology

Committee
on Environment & 

Natural Res.

Committee
on Homeland and

National Sec.
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Current NSTCCurrent NSTC
Structure  10Structure  10--20032003

Biotechnology

National Security R&D

Radiological/Nuclear 
Countermeasures

International

Social, Behavioral & Econ.

Infrastructure

IWG on Dioxin

WMD Medical 
Countermeasures

Health and the Environment.

Oceans

WH:   Dale
DOD:  Wynne
DHS:  McQueary

WH: Russell
DOC: Bond

WH: Olsen
DOC: Lautenbacher
EPA: Gilman

NSTC
Director, OSTP

Technology Dev.

Nanoscale Science, Eng.
& Technology

Aerospace

Networking Information 
& Technology

Under development

Informal
Legend

WH: Olsen
NSF: Colwell
NIH: Zerhouni

Aquaculture

Human Subjects Research

IWG Dom. Animal Genomics

IWG Plant Genome

IWG Physics of the Universe

Large Scale Science

Education & Workforce Dev.

Research Business Models

R&D Investment Criteria
Research Misconduct Policy

Global Change Research

IWG Earth Observations

Disaster Reduction

Ecosystems

Toxics & Risks

Water Availability & Quality

Air Quality Research

Standards

Committee on 
Environment & 

Natural Resources

Committee on 
Environment & 

Natural Resources

Committee on 
Science

Committee on 
Technology

Committee on 
Homeland and

National Security


